






Write, therefore, what you have seen (his personal experiences chp 1) what is now

(present message of Christ to the 7 churches chp 2&3) and what will take place later

(future chp 4 onwards)





There are some remarkable similarities in comparing these letters to the 
seven churches to the movement of church history since the beginning of the 
apostolic church. For instance, Ephesus seems to characterise the apostolic 
church as a whole and Smyrna seems to depict the church in its early 
persecutions. However, the scriptures do not expressly authorise this 
interpretation, and it should be applied only where it fits naturally. After all, 
these churches all existed simultaneously in the first century. 

In general these letters to the seven churches address problems inherent in 
churches throughout church history and are an incisive and comprehensive 
revelation of how Christ evaluates local churches. 

John F Walvoord. 



Common pattern….

•A statement about Christ – credentials

•Commendation – a compliment

•Rebuke – a criticism

•Exhortation – a command

•Promise – encouragement or invitation



Philadelphia……



Laodicea…



Jesus Christ…..
• the one who is holy - “A true love of God must begin with a delight in 

his holiness, and not with a delight in any other attribute; for no other 
attribute is truly lovely without this.”

• the one who is… true - This Jesus Christ is the real God and eternal 
life” (1 John 5:20 GWT)

• the one who has the key of David - Jesus is indicating that he is truly 
the highest authority

• the Amen - he’s saying that he is the one who sees things through, 
who is true, certain, firm and unchanging

• the faithful and true witness - Jesus Christ is “the way, and the truth, 
and the life” (John 14:6).



Compliment…



Criticism…



Jesus makes three 
commitments or promises to 

this congregation














